Professor of medicine and one of the world's most influential specialists in thyroid diseases, Leslie J. De Groot died on October 23, 2018 surrounded by his family, just 1 month after his 90th birthday. Leslie (Les) will be remembered as a dedicated physician, a superb and original researcher, a dedicated teacher, and not least a loving husband, father, and grandfather. He has had tremendous influence on several areas within the thyroid field and will long be remembered as one of the founders of modern thyroidology. As Leslie's former fellows, we are saddened and feel a tremendous loss following his departure.
Les was recognized as a leader in the field of thyroidology already from 1955 when working with Dr. Monte Greer at the National Cancer Institute. After a year in Afghanistan as a volunteer medical missionary, he began a research fellowship with a new mentor, John B. Stanbury, at the Massachusetts General Hospital (MGH). In Stanbury's lab he worked on thyroid metabolism, hereditary defects, hormone synthesis, hormone deficiency, and patients who had metabolic defects. Their method for purification of the hormone peroxidase became one of the most used in labs worldwide.
In 1966 he moved from MGH to Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and in 1968 he was invited to take on the position as full Professor of Medicine at the University of Chicago. At this institution he led the Thyroid Study Unit for a remarkable 36 years. During his career he authored 462 scientific publications, which appeared in the most prestigious journals of Endocrinology and Internal Medicine.
He was also a dedicated teacher and a very active editor of important medical textbooks, such as the well-known The Thyroid and the monumental Endocrinology, now in its 7th edition. These two textbooks provided the basis for developing and editing parallel Web textbooks (Thyroid Disease Manager, www.thyroidmanager.org, and Endotext, www.endotext.org), containing comprehensive and continuously updated chapters written by a great number of international experts (including most of his previous fellows), and freely accessible not only to endocrinologists, but all medical doctors as well as medical students and also patients.
During his service at the University of Chicago he was a dedicated teacher and mentor of fellows from all over the world. We had the great opportunity to spend a research period of 2 or more years under his competent leadership in the Thyroid Study Unit at the University of Chicago: 1974 Chicago: -1977 Chicago: (G.F.), 1978 Chicago: -1979 , and 1980-DOI: 10.1159/000499481 1982 (F.P.). During these periods we had the chance to appreciate him not only as a scientist, but also as a man with a strong personality, a tremendous mentor, and a good friend. Together with his wife Helen and their entire family, he was able to create a wonderful personal friendship with his fellows and their families. We were often invited to his house for "lab" dinners and to other social events, including excursions, smelt fishing, picnics, apple picking, and the unforgettable "international dinner," where everybody brought a real "home-cooked" meal according to the best traditions of their respective country of origin.
Many of Les' fellows, owing to his direction, became leaders in thyroid research and became recognized leaders and experts in prestigious academic and/or professional positions in their countries.
Prof. De Groot was a long-term member of the European Thyroid Association (ETA). Many research projects and publications by European scientists were carried out in close collaboration with and/or inspired by him. As a natural consequence he was often invited to ETA meetings as a guest speaker.
The European thyroid community, and in particular the ETA community, will profoundly miss Leslie J. De Groot as a friend, colleague, and mentor.
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